
APAC Community Call

January 16, 2025



Agenda

• APAC 2025 Kickoff

• Newcomers Session



APAC 2025 Kickoff

Mui Van Zandt



2024 OHDSI APAC Achievements

Research Training Communication

Build research expertise and 
collaboration amongst the 
different chapters through 

publication

Milestones

• Initiated new APAC study in 
collaboration with Singapore 
HSA

• Showcased initial study results 
at the 2024 APAC Symposium

Create an APAC training program 
to expand reach to the general 

community

Milestones

• Hosted 4 in-person trainings in 
Japan, Thailand, Taiwan and 
Singapore

• Initiated and successfully 
completed first community-wide 
ETL project

Create collaboration activities 
that encourage collaborative 

generation and dissemination of 
evidence that promotes better 

health decisions and better care

Milestones

• Hosted 2024 APAC symposium

• Distributed 4 quarterly 
newsletters

• Hosted 12 community calls and 
13 scientific forums











2025 OHDSI APAC Goals

Research Training Communication

Build research expertise and 
collaboration amongst the 
different chapters through 

publication

Milestones

• Continue and complete 2024 APAC 
Study (GLP-1 ALI)

• Select and conduct 2-3 new network 
studies led by APAC

• Strengthen APAC presence in OHDSI 
Evidence Network

Create an APAC training program 
to expand reach to the general 
community and provide more 

opportunities for hands-on 
learning

Milestones

• Formalize an OHDSI/OMOP 
curriculum in APAC

• Conduct a community-wide project 
on ETL and/or vocabulary mapping

• Support update and localization of 
Book of OHDSI

Create collaboration activities 
that encourage collaborative 

generation and dissemination of 
evidence that promotes better 

health decisions and better care

Milestones

• Host APAC symposium and issue 
certificates for participation

• Distribute quarterly newsletters

• Host monthly community calls and 
scientific forums



Ourselves in December 2025?
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Publications Abstract Submissions

Possible?



Our Challenge to You

OHDSI APAC
LET’S CHALLENGE OUR STATUS QUO



Community Meetups in 2025
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Newcomers Session

Steven Yong

Asao Keiko

Jiwon Um



Introducing Steven and NovoHeal

2025



Introduction to Steven & NovoHeal

Steven Yong, CEO of NovoHeal

1998 Started Accelteam as Data and Reporting Solution 
company

2002 Microsoft Preferred Partner in Data warehouse, 
dashboarding and reporting

2015 Started Big Data and ML practice

2018 Started Modern Data Platform on cloud practice

2020 Business Acquired by Deloitte Consulting SEA

2020 – 2023 Executive Director of Deloitte Consulting SEA: Led 
AI and Data Offerings

2023 Started NovoHeal focus on Healthcare Analytics and 
solutions (OHDSI journey began) Bringing Value of Data and AI 
to Healthcare

2024 – now Engage with Malaysia Government Health Agencies 
and private healthcare providers on Healthcare Analytics, Data 
Platforms and Solutions.

My aspiration is to establish a strong OHDSI chapter in 
Malaysia driving advancements in healthcare research and 
contributing to the nation's progress in healthcare innovation.

• Formal education in Information Technology with 
Accounting and Finance Advance Diploma

• Specialist in field of Data and AI which includes Data 
Strategy, Data Governance, Data Platform 
implementation, AI and ML

• Industry focus: Cross industries prior to 2023 but focus on 
Healthcare 2023 onwards



Why healthcare organizations struggle with Data And AI?

Public 
Health

HL7 & 
FHIR

Lack of real-time 
capabilities 

Issues with data standards 
and interoperability

Lack collaborative clinical 
research

Silo of EMR with fragmented 
views of the patient 

Operations

Finance

Marketing

Patient Care

Electronic 
Health 

Records

Real-World 
Data

Medical 
Images

Mobile 
Devices

Streaming

Claims

IoT

Longitudinal Pt Record

Real-World Evidence

ED Bed Utilization

Clinical Trial Site Selection

Reporting and BI

Next-Best Action

Digital Supply Chain

Personalization

Readmission Risk

Drug Discovery

Disease Risk Prediction

Commercial Effectiveness

Clinical Research

CRM

Labs

Clinical Anaysis and 
Research



NovoHeal: Our Services
We provide strategy, advisory, implementation and training services across a data lifecycle

Data Strategy 
Framework

Data 
Governance 

Model

Data 
Management 

Platform
ML and AI

Business 
Intelligent 
Solution

O
ur Partners



Our OHDSI Journey

Decision on 
Healthcare 
Analytics

Identified and 
selected OHDSI 
as foundation

Provide Data 
Management Practices 
(including OMOP CDM) 
to Healthcare Agencies 

and Providers

Identified 
Challenges in 

Healthcare Industry 
in Malaysia

Provide POV on 
OMOP CDM to 

agencies

Influencing and 
growing OHDSI 

stakeholders and 
community 

Promote usage of 
OHDSI framework

1 2 3 4 5 6 7



OHDSI APAC Community Call

OHDSI APAC Community Call
Jan. 16, 2025

Keiko Asao



About Me

Keiko Asao, MD, PhD
President, Kappa Medical K.K.

• Internist/endocrinologist and epidemiologist by training

• Worked at academic institutions, pharmaceutical companies, and a healthcare 
consulting company, and founded Kappa Medical K.K. in 2024

• Kappa Medical runs the business of commissioned research studies and 
consulting related to epidemiology and RWD

• Councilor, Japanese Society for Pharmacoepidemiology Society; Board of 
Directors, International Society of Pharmacoepidemiology



OHDSI Japan and Me

OHDSI Japan Year My activities

OHDSI Japan was organized.

• Monthly evening conference

• Training sessions

• OMOP conversion of a few data 
sources (ongoing)

• Participation in the Global/APAC 
Symposia

2019- • Occasional participation as a learner

2024 • Coordinator for the evening conference 
of the Japan chapter

• Be a part of APAC ETL and an APAC 
study

• Participated in the APAC Symposium

2025 • APAC Newsletter role

• …



Hello, OHDSI APAC 
COMMUNITY!

#22 Salad(2020) by Mika Rottenberg @ Hyundai Card Storage, Seoul



Current Role

• M.A Researcher @ Dr. Chan’s Lab, Yonsei University.

– Conducting research on…
• Hospital Information System(HIS), digital health intervention

• Clinical data standardization / evaluation.

• OHDSI APAC 
– Assisting with coordination and management of OHDSI APAC regional operations.



My background

• Psychology – clinical psychology 
– Earned both bachelor’s and master’s degree in 

the field

– Interest in understanding humans, particularly 
their psychological and behavioral 
mechanisms.

– During the pandemic, this curiosity 
expanded into digital health

• Leveraging healthcare data to enhance the patient 
experience by developing tailored, data-driven 
solutions.

Human

Human-driven 
data

Data-driven solutions

#Digital health, #patient-level data, #Patient experience, #DTx



•  Personally 

– Fostering collaboration with multidisciplinary teams

– Developing a holistic perspectives on digital healthcare system to ensure patient-
centered outcomes and system efficiency

• Academically

– Patient-experience improvement based on RWD/RWE

• Assessing the effectiveness of various interventions, especially for psychiatric 
conditions using CDM

• Validating digital health intervention & Hospital information system(HIS)

Areas of Focus: Personally & Academically



THANK YOU!

Contact:
 jiwonum126@yuhs.ac



Thank you!
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