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Inaugural Data Sources of the OHDSI Evidence
Network Pilot
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Learnings from the Pilot

Keeping the aggregate statistics private is challenging and can
oe a barrier to open science

Data owners would like to collaborate to better the quality of
their data

Data owners would like to understand how their data
compares to other data sources in the network

A protocol detailing participation would make it easier to get
IRB/governance approval




Introducing the OHDSI

5 Rationale and Background

The Observational Health Data Sciences and Informatics (OHDSI) federated network is a collaborative
effort aimed at leveraging healthcare data from multiple institutions for large-scale federated
observational research. In its current state there are over 500 data sources from over 49 countries
mapped to the OMOP Common Data Model, the standard that enables such ambitious evidence
generation. One major challenge of federated network studies is the assessment of network data quality,
study feasibility and data fitness-for-use across these data sources in such a way that does not strain the
time and resources of data holders while still supporting rigorous evidence generation that engenders
trust and buy-in from the larger research community.

To facilitate collaborative research efforts and ensure the quality and integrity of the data across the
OHDSI network, it is imperative to understand the characteristics and variability of the databases within
the network. This study aims to collect summary statistics from participating sites to describe the

research capabilities of the OHDSI community by enabling rapid data quality and fitness-for-use
assessments.

5.1 Research Questions
The main research question of this study is:

What are the population-level characteristics of the databases within the OHDSI federated network?

Evidence Network Study!
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