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Upcoming Community Calls

Date Topic

June 11 European Symposium Review

June 18 Application of LLMs In Evidence Generation Process

June 25 Recent OHDSI Publications
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Three Stages of The Journey

Where Have We Been?
Where Are We Now?

Where Are We Going?
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OHDSI Shoutouts!
Congratulations to the team of Giorgio 
Gandaglia, Francesco Pellegrino, Bertrand De 
Meulder, Ayman Hijazy, Thomas Abbott, Asieh 
Golozar, Rossella Nicoletti, Juan Gomez-Rivas, 
Carl Steinbeisser, Susan Evans-Axelsson, 
Alberto Briganti, and James N'Dow on the 
publication of Research protocol for an 
observational health data analysis to assess the 
applicability of randomized controlled trials 
focusing on newly diagnosed metastatic 
prostate cancer using real-world data: PIONEER 
IMI’s “big data for better outcomes” program in 
the International Journal of Surgery Protocols.
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OHDSI Shoutouts!
Congratulations to the team of Maria A Rujano, 
Jan-Willem Boiten, Christian Ohmann, Steve 
Canham, Sergio Contrino, Romain David, 
Jonathan Ewbank, Claudia Filippone, Claire 
Connellan, Ilse Custers, Rick van Nuland, 
Michaela Th Mayrhofer, Petr Holub, Eva García 
Álvarez, Emmanuel Bacry, Nigel Hughes, Mallory 
A Freeberg, Birgit Schaffhauser, Harald Wagener, 
Alex Sánchez-Pla, Guido Bertolini, Maria 
Panagiotopoulou on the publication of Sharing 
sensitive data in life sciences: an overview of 
centralized and federated approaches in Briefings 
in Bioinformatics.
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OHDSI Shoutouts!
Congratulations to the team of Pedro Mateus, 
Justine Moonen, Magdalena Beran, Eva 
Jaarsma, Sophie M van der Landen, Joost 
Heuvelink, Mahlet Birhanu, Alexander Harms, 
Esther Bron, Frank J Wolters, Davy Cats, 
Hailiang Mei, Julie Oomens, Willemijn Jansen, 
Miranda T Schram, Andre Dekker, and Inigo 
Bermejo on the publication of Data 
harmonization and federated learning for 
multi-cohort dementia research using the 
OMOP common data model: A Netherlands 
consortium of dementia cohorts case study in 
the Journal of Biomedical Informatics.
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OHDSI Shoutouts!

Congratulations to the team of Felix 
N Wirth, Hammam Abu Attieh, and 
Fabian Prasser on the publication of 
OHDSI-compliance: a set of 
document templates facilitating the 
implementation and operation of a 
software stack for real-world 
evidence generation in Frontiers in 
Medicine.
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OHDSI Shoutouts!

Congratulations to the team of Shahim 
Essaid, Jeff Andre, Ian M Brooks, 
Katherine H Hohman, Madelyne Hull, 
Sandra L Jackson, Michael G Kahn, Emily 
M Kraus, Neha Mandadi, Amanda K 
Martinez, Joyce Y Mui, Bob Zambarano, 
and Andrey Soares on the publication of 
MENDS-on-FHIR: leveraging the OMOP 
common data model and FHIR standards 
for national chronic disease surveillance 
in JAMIA Open.
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Three Stages of The Journey

Where Have We Been?
Where Are We Now?

Where Are We Going?
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Upcoming Workgroup Calls
Date Time (ET) Meeting

Tuesday 12 pm Common Data Model Vocabulary Subgroup

Tuesday 12 pm Generative AI and Analytics

Tuesday 3 pm OMOP CDM Oncology Outreach/Research Subgroup

Wednesday 7 am Medical Imaging

Wednesday 9 am Patient-Level Prediction

Wednesday 12 pm Health Equity

Wednesday 2 pm Natural Language Processing

Wednesday 4 pm Joint Vulcan/OHDSI meeting

Thursday 9:30 am Network Data Quality

Thursday 10:30 am Evidence Network

Thursday 12 pm Strategus HADES Subgroup

Thursday 6 pm Eyecare and Vision Research

Friday 9 am Phenotype Development & Evaluation

Friday 10 am GIS-Geographic Information System

Friday 10 pm China Chapter

Monday 9 am Vaccine Vocabulary

Monday 10 am Healthcare Systems Interest Group

Monday 11 am Data Bricks User Group

Monday 2 pm Electronic Animal Health Records
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Collaborator Showcase Deadline: June 21

The deadline to submit your 
brief report for the 2021 
Global Symposium 
Collaborator Showcase is 
8 pm ET on June 21.

ohdsi.org/2024-ohdsi-symposium-collaborator-showcase
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Collaborator Showcase Deadline: June 21

The deadline to submit your 
brief report for the 2021 
Global Symposium 
Collaborator Showcase is 
8 pm ET on June 21.

In other words, you have less than:
• 10 days, 9 hours
• 249 hours
• 14,940 minutes 

ohdsi.org/2024-ohdsi-symposium-collaborator-showcase
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#OHDSI2024 Collaborator Showcase

ohdsi.org/OHDSI2024
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Latest OHDSI Newsletter is Available
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Next CBER Best Seminar: June 26

Topic: Applying Machine Learning in Distributed 
Networks to Support Activities for Post-Market 
Surveillance of Medical Products: Opportunities, 
Challenges, and Considerations

Presenter:  Jenna Wong, Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Population Medicine at Harvard Medical 
School and Harvard Pilgrim Health Care Institute

Logistics: 11 am – 12 pm EST, Zoom webinar

ohdsi.org/cber-best-seminar-series
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CBER Best Seminar Homepage

ohdsi.org/cber-best-seminar-series
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OHDSI Evidence Network Study

Clair Blacketer 
Lead, CDM Workgroup

Lead, Network Data Quality Workgroup 



@OHDSI www.ohdsi.org #JoinTheJourney ohdsi

Why are we here?

18

…to collaboratively generate 
evidence that promotes better 
health decisions and better care.
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Save our Sisyphus Challenge

22
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Inaugural Data Sources of the OHDSI Evidence 
Network Pilot

24

University College London · UK THIN
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Learnings from the Pilot
• Keeping the aggregate statistics private is challenging and can be a 

barrier to open science
• Data owners would like to collaborate to better the quality of their data
• Data owners would like to understand how their data compares to other 

data sources in the network
• A protocol detailing participation would make it easier to get 

IRB/governance approval 

25





Please contact Marty Alvarez at malvarez2@tuftsmedicalcenter.org for calendar invite or questions.

The Center for Advanced Healthcare Research 
Informatics (CAHRI) at Tufts Medicine welcomes:

Charisse Madlock-Brown, PhD
Associate Professor of Health Informatics, 
University of Iowa

‘Health Disparities Research and Electronic Health 
Records: Considerations and Methods’

June 27, 2024, 11am-12pm EST
Virtually via Zoom

mailto:malvarez2@tuftsmedicalcenter.org
https://wellforce.zoom.us/j/91826812816
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#OHDSI2024 Registration Is Open!
Registration is OPEN for the 2024 
OHDSI Global Symposium, which 
will be held Oct. 22-24 at the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel in New 
Brunswick, N.J., USA.

Tuesday: Tutorials
Wednesday: Plenary/Showcase
Thursday: Workgroup Activities

ohdsi.org/OHDSI2024
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Openings: Postdoctoral Fellow, Johns Hopkins Univ.
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Opening: Junior Research Software Engineer, Tufts
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Where Are We Going?

Any other announcements 
of upcoming work, events, 

deadlines, etc?
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Three Stages of The Journey

Where Have We Been?
Where Are We Now?

Where Are We Going?



CDM SURVEY 
SUB-WORK GROUP



MISSION STATEMENT
The CDM Survey Sub-Workgroup is a collaborative effort to unlock 

the potential of survey data within the Observational Health Data 

Sciences and Informatics (OHDSI) framework. We aim to develop 

a standardized approach for integrating survey data into the 

OMOP Common Data Model (CDM). This will be achieved through 

the development of standards, tools, and best practices to 

transform survey questions and responses into the CDM format. 

This, in turn, will empower researchers to conduct more robust 

analyses across diverse datasets, ultimately leading to richer 

insights and improved health outcomes.

39



ESTABLISH THE CDM SURVEY 
SUB-WORKGROUP
• Key Results
• Regular meetings held bi-weekly on Mondays at 11:00 AM ET. Meeting 

recordings, agendas, minutes, and other documentation will be readily 
available.

• Integration with the OHDSI Workgroup webpage to be established for 
increased visibility.

• Presentation scheduled for the CDM Workgroup on May 7th to introduce the 
Sub-Group and its goals.

40



LANDSCAPE ASSESSMENT

• Activities
• Invite representatives from cohorts with experience using the CDM for survey data to share 

their knowledge and challenges.
• Conduct a community survey to gather information on experiences and needs related to 

survey data in the CDM.
• Review the most used Common Data Elements (CDMs) as a foundation for developing 

standards, tools, and best practices.

• Key Result
• A comprehensive report summarizing survey CDM mapping resources, challenges, and 

identified development priorities (vocabulary, standards, tools, best practices) to be shared 
with the OHDSI community.

41



DEVELOPMENT AND TESTING

• Activities
• Develop concrete use cases and showcase the value proposition for integrating survey data 

into the CDM using the Breast Cancer Risk Prediction Project (BCRPP) and California Teachers 
Study (CTS) cohorts as examples.

• Key Results
• Create two to four detailed use cases to guide the development and application of survey 

mapping tools. 

• Additionally, develop compelling value propositions to encourage the OHDSI community to 
contribute to the Subgroup or map their own survey data to the CDM.

42



FIND AND APPLY FOR FUTURE 
SUPPORT

• Actions

• Reach out to participant cohort organizations, OHDSI and elsewhere for funding and 
individuals to continue the development of CDM survey mapping resources.

• Key Result 
• Acquire financial and personnel support to carry out the CDM Survey Sub-Workgroup mission.

43



THANK YOU
Brandy Mapes 
Jim Lacey 
Katie O'Brien 
Magda Meir 
Michael Cook 
Montse Garcia-Closas 
Queenie Ho
Tamara Litwin 
Tom Ahearn 



Nicole Gerlanc, PhD

Data Analyst Lead, Connect Study
Trans-Divisional Research Program
Division of Cancer Epidemiology and Genetics
National Cancer Institute

Email: nicole.gerlanc@nih.gov

mailto:nicole.gerlanc@nih.gov
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June 11: European Symposium Review
Peter Rijnbeek
Professor of Medical Informatics and Chair of the Department 
of Medical Informatics, Erasmus MC 

Maxim Moinat
Scientific Researcher, Erasmus MC 

Cesar Barboza Gutierrez 
Software Developer, Erasmus MC 

Liesbet Peeters
Assistant Professor of Biomedical Data Sciences, UHasselt
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The weekly OHDSI community call is held 
every Tuesday at 11 am ET.

Everybody is invited!

Links are sent out weekly and available at: 
ohdsi.org/community-calls


